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SUBJECT: SEALIFT MEDITERRANEAN GROUNDING 

1 . THE MILITARY SEALIFT COMMAND TANKER SEALIFT MEDI- 
TERRANEAN GROUNDED ON A CORAL REEF OFF RONDO ISLAND, SOME 
31 NAUTICAL MILES NORTH OF SUMATRA, ON APRIL 2, 1978, 
RELEASING SOME 5000 BARRELS OF BLACK OIL. IT IS NOW 
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ANCHORED WITH OIL BOOMS CONTAINING ANY FURTHER SPILL. NAVY 
CONTRACTOR OUT OF SINGAPORE IS EFFECTING REPAIRS, AND PLANS 
CALL FOR LIGHTERING REMAINING CARGO OFF VESSEL APRIL 11. 

2. CONTRACTOR'S AIRCRAFT HAS LOCATED FOUR PATCHES OF OIL 
SOME ONE TO TWO MILES IN DIAMETER LOCATED IN THE FOLLOWING 
POSITIONS: 

A. 70 MILES NORTH OF RONDO ISLAND AND 70 MILES EAST 
OF GREAT NICOBAR ISLAND 

B. 76 MILES NORTHWEST OF RONDO ISLAND AND 17 MILES 
EAST OF GREAT NICOBAR ISLAND 

C. 22 MILES NORTHWEST OF RONDO ISLAND 

D. 8 MILES EAST NORTHEAST OF RONDO ISLAND 

3. SCIENTISTS OF NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION RECOMMEND UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, NOTING 
THE GREAT DEPTH OF WATER WHERE THE SPILLS ARE LOCATED, 

THAT CHEMICAL DISPERSANTS BE USED TO DISSIPATE THE SPILLS 
BEFORE DANGER OF STRIKING THE SHORE. NAVY ADVISES THAT 
ABOUT 150 DRUMS OF DISPERSANT COULD BE APPLIED BY TWO 
SMALL VESSELS IN ABOUT 48 HOURS. DEPARTMENT WILL ADVISE 
WHEN EXACT NATURE OF DISPERSANT KNOWN. 
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4. IN VIEW OF SOME DIFFERENCES OF OPINION INTERNATIONALLY 
AS TO THE DANGERS TO RESOURCES ASSOCIATED WITH THE USE OF 
CHEMICAL DISPERSANTS, WHILE NOTING THAT SPILLS ARE 
PRESENTLY LOCATED ON THE HIGH SEAS, IT IS FELT DESIRABLE 
TO ASCERTAIN VIEWS OF APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES IN JAKARTA 
AND NEW DELHI. POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO CONTACT APPRO- 
PRIATE AUTHORITIES, ASCERTAIN THEIR VIEWS ON THE USE OF 
DISPERSANTS, AND NOTIFY DEPARTMENT IMMEDIATE. VANCE 
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